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A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 
September, 16, 2004 has been entered. 

Claims 1-18 have been canceled in favor of newly added claims 19-35 which are 
pending. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 19, 20, 22-24, 28, 28-31, 33 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Kahmann et al. (German No. DE 198 16 041 cited by 
applicant) in view of Kiernan (U.S. 3,654,960 cited herein). 

The document to Kahmann et al. discloses "a fluid changer (1) including multiple 
sections (section 10, section 10', section 10"), each section having two opposed walls 
(for connection/contact with adjacent sections in the assembled state),... each section 
including a first passageway (12) and a second passageway (14), each section further 
including a valve (21 or 22) coupled to that section's first passageway (12), each valve 
(21 or 22) permitting the fluid that flows through that section's first passageway (12) to 
be provided to that section's second passageway (14) upon actuation of that section's 
(21 or 22), and out of the fluid changer (10), each section's first passageway (12) 
adapted to permit the passage of a pig through the first passageway (12 by reason of 
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the uniformity of the bore forming passage 12 as illustrated in figures 2 and 3; such 
uniformity is clearly "adapted to permit the passage of a pig" therethrough)" as recited in 
claim 19. 

Thus the document to Kahmann et al. discloses all the claimed features with the 
exception of having, in each of the opposed side walls of each section "a relief for 
receiving a head of a fastener of an adjacent section and an opening for receiving a 
body of the fastener, the opening intersecting the relief such that accommodation of the 
head of the fastener in the relief and the body of the fastener in the opening, followed by 
tightening of the fastener assembling the adjacent sections together". 

The patent to Kiernan discloses that it is known in the art to employ, on opposed 
side walls of a "section" 28 of a manifold unit which along with adjacent connected units 
28 form a manifold assembly, "a relief (at 76, 78) for receiving a head of a fastener (94) 
of an adjacent section and an opening (92) for receiving a body of the fastener, the 
opening (92) intersecting the relief (76, 78) such that accommodation of the head of the 
fastener (94) in the relief and the body of the fastener in the opening, followed by 
tightening of the fastener assembling the adjacent sections together" (as recited in claim 
19) for the purpose of permitting assembly or disassembly of individual units to or from 
the manifold assembly without removal of the entire manifold assembly from the fluid 
circuit(s) to which the manifold assembly is attached. 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to employ in the opposed walls of each section of 
Kahmann et al. "a relief for receiving a head of a fastener of an adjacent section and an 
opening for receiving a body of the fastener, the opening intersecting the relief such that 
accommodation of the head of the fastener in the relief and the body of the fastener in 
the opening, followed by tightening of the fastener assembling the adjacent sections 
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together" for the purpose of permitting assembly or disassembly of individual units to or 
from the manifold assembly without removal of the entire manifold assembly from the 
fluid circuit(s) to which the manifold assembly is attached as recognized by Kiernan. 

Regarding claim 20 Kahmann et al. further includes "a circuit (shown in fig. 1 ) for » 
supplying the fluid to a dispensing device (15), each valve (21 or 22) providing the fluid 
that flows through its respective section's second passageway (14) upon actuation of 
that section's valve (21 or 22), and out of the fluid changer (10, 10', 10") to the circuit 
and the dispensing device (15)" as recited. 

Regarding claims 22 and 29, in Kahmann et al., "each section (10, 10' or 10") 
comprising a separate module (10 shown in figs. 2-3), the modules being selectively 
removably connectable together in a desired number to permit the selection of any 
desired number of fluids in the fluid changer" as recited. Note in fig. 1 for example, 
three different "modules" 10, 10', 10" for three different fluids 5, 5, 5. 

Regarding claims 23, 24, 26, 30, 31 and 33, the document to Kahmann et al. 
discloses all the claimed features with the exception of having for "two second 
passageways, each section further including two valves coupled to that section's first 
passageway, each valve permitting the fluid that flows through that section's first 
passageway to be provided to a respective one of that section's second passageways 
upon actuation of that respective valve, and out of the fluid changer" (claims 23 and 30), 
"two circuits for supplying the fluids transported through the two second passageways to 
two dispensing devices, each valve providing the fluid that flows through its respective 
one of its respective section's second passageways upon actuation of that respective 
valve, and out of the fluid changer to a respective one of the circuits and to a respective 
dispensing device" (claims 24 and 31) and "valve means for switching between 
supplying the fluids transported through the two second passageways to the fluid 
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dispensing device, the valve means providing the fluid that flows through a selected one 
of the second passageways to the dispensing device" (claims 26 and 33). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to two second passageways, each section further including two 
valves coupled to that section's first passageway, each valve permitting the fluid that 
flows through that section's first passageway to be provided to a respective one of that 
section's second passageways upon actuation of that respective valve, and out of the 
fluid changer" (claims 23 and 30), "two circuits for supplying the fluids transported 
through the two second passageways to two fluid dispensing devices, each valve 
providing the fluid that flows through its respective one of its respective section's second 
passageways upon actuation of that respective valve, and out of the fluid changer to a 
respective one of the circuits and to a respective dispensing device" (claims 24 and 31 ) 
and "valve means for switching between supplying the fluids transported through the 
two second passageways to the fluid dispensing device, the valve means providing the 
fluid that flows through a selected one of the second passageways to the dispensing 
device" (claims 26 and 33), since it has been held that mere duplication of the essential 
working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. St. Regis Paper Co. v. 
Bemis Co., 193 USPQ 8. That is, here the claimed limitations merely relate to the 
duplication of the "first" second passageway, circuit and valve disclosed in Kahmann et 
al. 

Regarding claims 28 and 35, Kahmann et al. "the fluid changer comprises a 
coating material color changer (read as the operator) for selecting among a number of 
colors (here 3) of coating material to be supplied to an output of the color changer" as 
recited. 
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Claims 21 , 25, 27, 32 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kahmann et al. in view of Kiernan as applied to claims 19, 20, 22-24, 
28, 28-31 , 33 and 35 above, further in view of Kock. 

The patent to Kahmann et al., as modified above, discloses all the claimed 
features vith the exception of having a "pressure regulator oriented in the circuit 
between the fluid changer and the dispensing device". 

The patent to Kock discloses that it is known in the art to employ a "pressure 
regulator" at respective valves "DUMP I" or "DUMP II" of figure 1 or single regulator 
valve "DUMPI, II" of fig. 2 in the fluid circuit "between the fluid changer (MANIFOLD I or 
MANIFOLD II) and the dispensing device" at "SRPAY GUN" for the purpose of 
regulating the regulating the fluid pressure supplied to the dispensing device from the 
fluid changer. 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to employ in Kahmann et al., as modified, a pressure 
regulator in the circuit between the fluid changer 10, 10', 10"' and the dispensing device 
15 therein for the purpose of regulating the regulating the fluid pressure supplied to the 
dispensing device from the fluid changer as recognized by Kock. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John Rivell whose telephone number is (703) 308-2599. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thur. from 6:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gene Mancene can be reached on (703) 308-2696. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). (if) D> /]t7 
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Primary Examiner 
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